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bute to the felicity of the inhabitants of the remotest
planet.

How the origin of evil is brought nearer to human con-
ception, by any inconceivable means, I am not able to
discover. We believed, that the present system of crea-
tion was right, though we could not explain the adaptation
of one part to the other, or for the whole succession of
causes and consequences. Where has this inquirer added
to the little knowledge that we had before? He has told
us of the benefits of evil, which no man feels, and rela-
tions between distant parts of the universe, which he can-
not himself conceive. There was enough in this question
inconceivable before, and we have little advantage from a
new inconceivable solution.

I do not mean to reproach this author for not knowing
what is equally hidden from learning and from ignorance.
The shame is, to impose words, for ideas, upon ourselves or
others. To imagine, that we are going forward, when we
are only turning round. To think, that there is any differ-
ence between him that gives no reason, and him that
gives a reason, which, by his own confession, cannot be
conceived.

But, that he may not be thought to conceive nothing
but things inconceivable, he has, at last, thought on a way,
by which human sufferings may produce good effects. He
imagines, that as we have not only animals for food, but
choose some for our diversion, the same privilege may be
allowed to some beings above us, who may deceive, tor-
ment, or destroy us, for the ends, only, of their own plea-
sure or utility. This he again finds impossible to be con-
ceived, but that impossibility lessens not the probability of
the conjecture, which, by analogy, is so strongly confirmed.

I cannot resist the temptation of contemplating this
analogy, which, I think, he might have carried further,
very much to the advantage of his argument. He might
have shown, that these "hunters, whose game is man," have
many sports analogous to our own. As we drown whelps